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old white pine, the old apple tree, 
the bleeding heart, and the fern- 
leaved peony—the same plants that 
had been fed tea leaves by Patience, 


fresh manure by David, nothing by 
Theodore, and commercial fertilizer 
by Nancy Ann. They continued to 
thrive. 


Kay used a lot of the compost for 
her new venture—tuberous begonias, 
out on the shady side of the barn. 

The end of the barn had been con- 
verted into a garden house, but the 
garden-house end was gradually 
changing into a studio, now that Don 
had taken up painting. 

Don was experimenting with roses 
too. He owned an expensive array of 
sprays and fertilizers. He was hearing 
rumors of the wisdom of dispensing 
with these through the use of or- 
ganic fertilizers only. But that far he 
was not ready to go. 

In her flower garden Kay did not 
favor white flowers so much as Nancy 
Ann had, nor did she lean to the 
pastel shades as Elizabeth had. She 
planned her garden with a color chart, 
and chose analogous colors, rather 
than the complementary colors so 
long in favor. She liked such com- 
binations as deep purple and clear | 
blue. 

When she picked flowers to bring 
into the house, she struck poses that 
fascinated Don. She would rear up, 
tilt her head back, squint her eyes, 
and sketch Hogarth’s curve of beauty 
in the air with her clippers. Then she 
would ignore the lush, fulsome flower 
cluster that would have delighted Pa- 
tience, and choose a tortured asym- 
metrical spray. From this, she pro- 
ceeded to remove any leaves that in- 
terfered with the gesture, or move- 
(Please turn to page 59) 





Garden Gadgeteer 


If you like to supply warm water for 
birds during freezing weather, an ex- 
ceptionally easy way to do it is to buy 
a small electric heater used to water 
chickens. They are very inexpensive 
and can be procured at any hatchery 
or poultry supply house. 


Mid-America, December, 1957 


The cord can be hooked to any out- 
let close to a window, run under the 
window and into any flat container or 
bird bath. I use a discarded enamel 
square pan like those used in many 
restaurants. 

It is well to cover the electric rod 
with a rock to hide it from the birds 
and hold it firmly. 

Mrs. H. D. Burns, Missouri 
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New Full Color 


'STARK BRO'S 


Fruit Tree 
and Landscape 


VEIL 


Exclusive Stark Leader Varieties of 
Fruits, Roses , Ornamentals in Actual Blooming Splendor! 
ccasenoveees Just send name, address for 


ee 
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: $ Make Money $ FREE new Stark Bro’s 1958 

SpareorFullTime ° full color Catalog. See glo- 
: —————=— § rious new varieties and old 
e@ Spare-time top- ¢ favorite Roses, Flowering Shrubs, 
@ notchers aver- e Vines and Ornamentals. Alsofamed 
®@ aged $2,410.34 @ exclusive Stark and Burbank leader 
: last year. : FRUIT TREE varieties, includ- 
e@ Get big outfit « ing Stark DWARF Apple, Pear and 
@ FREE! e 


Peach Fruit Trees. Our 142nd year. 
eeececeeceeee Catalog FREE; 


STARK BRO’S 
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write TODAY! 


NURSERIES and 
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Water Lilies 


New Free Catalog. Sent only on request. 
SPECIAL FEATURE 13 NEW LILIES 


Hardy and Tropical Lilies listed. Complete in- 
structions for building, planting and care of pool. 
VAN NESS WATER CARDENS 
Rt. No. 1, Dept. MW Upland, Calif. 
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Dwarf trees in your own yard. 
Require little care—bear second 
year. Described in big FREE 











Bearing Age 
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Disease-Resistant Trees 
Shade in summer, nuts in 
fall. Ideal lawn tree. FREE 
catalog. Write today. 
ACKERMAN NURSERIES 
377 Loke St. Bridgman, Mich. 





TUBEROUS PN A 


cee ‘} aA riot of brilliant color. 
Loi Perfect for shady spots in 
> your garden & flower boxes. 
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Hankow CORKSCREW Willow SQ 
Fascinating, unusual! Grows with unique corkscrew2 

twist. Quick, hardy grower. Sturdy, 3 to 4 ft. trees. Post- 
ORDER TODAY and get our FREE CATALOG of Trees, PAID 
Shrubs, Plants and Evergreens priced to save you money. inU.s. 


Beautiful! Distinctly Different. Brosthtesme! 
specs ee clear to the ground A 

uds open into gorgeous crimson-purple flow- 
=. Bare l-year grafts. Write now for —— 3% for, $2; 79 
COLOR CATALOG of Trees, Shrubs, Fruits, 
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INK WEEPING CRAB TREES Q8¢ 





